(19) 



(12) 



I! 



Europatsches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets (1 1 ) EP 1 071 287 A3 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



(88) 


Date of publication A3: 


(51) Int. CI. 7 : H04N 7/173 




28.03.2001 Bulletin 2001/13 




(A3) 


Date of publication A2: 






24.01.2001 Bulletin 2001/04 




(21) 


Application number: 00305841.9 




(22) 


Date of filing: 11.07.2000 




(84) 


Designated Contracting States: 


(72) Inventors: 




AT BE CH CY DE DK ES Fl FR GB GR IE IT LI LU 


• Blahut, Donald Edgar 




MC NL PT SE 


Holmdel, New Jersey 07733 (US) 




Designated Extension States: 


♦ Rosenthal, Eugene J. 




AL LT LV MK RO SI 


Edison, New Jersey 08817 (US) 


(30) 


Priority: 19.07.1999 US 356979 


(74) Representative: 




Watts, Christopher Malcolm Kelway, Dr. et al 


(71) 


Applicant 


Lucent Technologies (UK) Ltd, 




LUCENT TECHNOLOGIES INC. 


5 Mornington Road 




Murray Hill, New Jersey 07974-0636 (US) 


Woodford Green Essex, IG8 0TU (GB) 



CO 

< 

00 
CM 



Q- 
LU 



(54) Television advertisement delivery system and method 



(57) An advertisement delivery system employs an 
advertisement delivery service that discourages view- 
ers from channel surfing. To this end, advertisers agree 
to pay at least a portion, if not all, of the consumer's pre- 
mium video services charges, if in turn, the consumer 
agrees to watch the advertisements targeted to him/her 
as a function of an agreed upon interest profile. Viewers 
and advertisers subscribe to the advertisement delivery 
service, and deliver specific advertisements to a sub- 
scriber as a function of, for example, the particular 
household it is being delivered to, type of program, time 
of day, day of the week, a subscriber's interest profile or 
the like. To this end, television programming and adver- 
tisements are supplied to subscribers from a central 
video server that is informed when a subscriber has 
made a change in the channel being viewed. Addition- 
ally, the video server can insert point-to-point advertise- 
ments, i.e., insert different advertisements directed 
toward different viewers or groups of views, even if the 
program to be viewed is a broadcast program. Channel 
surfing is discouraged in one embodiment of the inven- 
tion by supplying the same advertisement in the same 
commercial interval to all the subscribed channels for a 
particular subscriber. In another embodiment of the 
invention, when channel surfing is initiated while an 
advertisement is playing, the advertisement playout is 
"paused" until the subscriber returns to the original 
channel that was being viewed. Once the subscriber 
returns to the original channel, the playing out of the 
advertisement is automatically resumed. In still another 



embodiment of the invention, the subscriber is controlia- 
bly inhibited from selecting a channel other than the one 
presently being viewed during the commercial intervals. 
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